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Department of Applied Economics

Mission

The undergraduate program encompasses the
fundamental life sciences focusing on the aspects
of microbiology and plant medicine. The graduate
program focuses on training graduate students to
acquire specialized skills and knowledge in the
subjects of plant pathology and applied microbiology.

Curriculum

The courses are divided into compulsory and
elective, with the compulsory courses encompassing
the basis of economic theory. The elective courses
are divided into three modules of “Agricultural
Economics,” which meets the employment needs of
students, emphasizing both theory and practice.

Core Research Topics

@ Agricultural Economics includes agricultural
policy, rural development and regeneration,
agricultural marketing, international trade,
agribusiness, and crop and livestock production.

@ Resource and Environmental Economics
includes the economics of recreation, leisure and
tourism, non-market goods and service valuation,
economic analysis of climate change, energy
economics and policy debates, natural resource
management and land use, ecological economics,
environmental policy analysis, and computable
general equilibrium analysis.

@ Industrial Economics includes innovation
management, risk and uncertainty, analysis of
market and competition, consumer behavior and
household economics, and industry organization.

@ Basics: This includes microeconomics,
macroeconomics, applied statistics and
econometrics, and international economics and
trade.

Achievements

The department is committed to achieving
academic excellence in research, education, and
services. We have an enviable record of over hundreds
of refereed journal publications and research reports,
contributing to the fields of agricultural economics
and policy, resource and environmental economics,
industry organization, development economics, and
management and marketing research. In addition, the
department frequently holds international conferences

and academic seminars in applied economics.

Our faculty members also provide professional
services in research and support interdisciplinary
collaboration in practice. They are active members in
think tanks of distinguished research organizations
such as the National Science Council, The Rural
Economics Society of Taiwan, Center of Agricultural
Extension at National Chung Hsing University
(NCHU), Innovation Incubation Center at NCHU,
as well as regular advisors and consultants of
organizations such as the Examination Yuan, Council
of Agriculture, local and regional government
units, the Agriculture Bank of Taiwan, industry and
farmers’ associations, and agricultural trade unions.

Since its establishment in 1947, the Department
of Applied Economics at NCHU, originally called,

“Department of Agricultural Economics,” has
consistently produced alumni that contribute
to society through their work in academia, the
government, and the private sector. While supporting
the development and improvement of agriculture
in Taiwan, the department has broadened its scope
to comply with the changes in the socioeconomic
environment caused by trade liberalization and
globalization. The department has established
three educational goals with emphases on applied
economics and business management. The first goal
is to promote international exchanges and training
in academic research methods for our faculty and
students, so that they have the opportunity to broaden
their vision in teaching and studying. The second
is to educate applied economists that will play a
valuable role in economic development and global
market competition. Finally, the third is to cooperate
on research and projects with the government, civic
groups, and private firms to solve problems within the
public and private sectors. The talent of our graduates
and research excellence of this department is hoped
to completely match with current trends and meet the
needs of society.
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